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situated the kingdom of Ammon along whose southern
borders ran the marches of Moab. Judah lay next
to Israel and to its south. The kingdom of Edom,
lying in the extreme south, was pressed between
Arabia and Egypt. Philistia ran along the sea and
its borders in the north ended where the Phoenician
borders began.
This was the unfortunate land of the Jews and
the Israelites where Abraham led his flock, the Petrarchs
cast their longing eyes and where Moses wandered
back from Egypt to find the 'Promised Land3 to settle
his people down there* The ever-moving sons of Is-
rael, hounded out of one place crowded out of another,
object of hatred and incalculable wrong and subjected
to persistent persecutions across countries, across
time, have again found their home and have
built up their state round Zion where their Judges
once judged by the Laws, Solomon ruled with wisdom
and the Prophets preached their fury and Christ his
love.
About the middle of the 14th century B. c. all
the great states of Egypt, Babylon, Khatti and Assy-
ria became paralysed which was a signal for the
rise of new and independent states in Palestine and
Syria. Tribal movements were astir and head-
ing towards this middle land. The Aramaeans moved
about this time from the bank of the mid Euph-
rates and settled down in Syria in the land of Ubi with
its capital at Damascus, thus absorbing the Amorites
and Hittites in course of time. To the South of the
Aramaeans and across the Yarmuk river were the
Hebrews already settled. Their original home had
been Harron in Mesopotamia. They were Semitic
like the Aramaeans and seemed to have been of Arabian
extraction. They were perhaps already astir about
the time of Hammurabi. One of the earliest move-
had been led by Abraham whose exact time
be stated although some scholars have read